The climb into Pinnacle begins here. Pinnacle 9th Grade marks the first year of the four-
year high school ascent, when rhetorical conversations mature and students begin to think,
speak, and write at a higher level. Like climbers preparing for the most challenging leg of
the journey, students gather their tools, sharpen their skills, and start the ascent into
deeper knowledge and faith.

Literature & Writing
Lost Tools of Writing (Concepts 1-4)

Students take the foundational skills from Catalyst and step into the Lost Tools of Writing,
mastering concepts one through four. Alongside these essays, they read a selection of
novels and works of literature, learning to recognize and analyze literary devices with
greater depth.

Science
Physical Science
This course explores chemistry and physics as students study matter, motion, energy, and
the orderliness of God's creation. Labs, experiments, and projects prepare them for
advanced sciences in the years ahead.

Logic:

Christian Worldview
Students refine their reasoning by examining logic through the lens of a biblical
worldview. They compare competing philosophies and practice applying truth in a culture
of shifting ideas.

History
American History |
From the early colonies through the 1800s, students study the story of America’s birth and
growth. Emphasis is placed on government and economics, teaching students how ideas,
laws, and leadership shape a nation.

Debate
Team Policy Debate
Students train in formal team policy debate, developing research, organization, and
persuasion. They learn to construct cases, argue positions, and speak with confidence —
sharpening the very tools that will carry them through the rest of Pinnacle.
Pinnacle 9 is the base camp of the high school climb. Here students begin ascending into
mature rhetoric, equipped with tools of logic, faith, and communication as they prepare
for the steep and rewarding years ahead.



The climb continues. Pinnacle 10th Grade represents the second stage of the high school ascent,
when students move beyond base camp and begin scaling higher peaks of thought, expression,
and conviction. Here, they are challenged to deepen their understanding of truth, refine their
voice, and broaden their vision of the world around them.

Literature & Writing
Lost Tools of Writing (Concepts 3-7)

Building on the foundations of 9th grade, students advance into Level Il of the Lost Tools of Writing,
mastering concepts three through seven. Literature study goes hand-in-hand, requiring students to
read and analyze novels and works that highlight rhetorical strategy, persuasion, and literary
devices in greater depth.

Science
Biology
Students explore the intricate design of life, from cell structure and genetics to ecosystems and
human biology. This course emphasizes God's order in creation and prepares students for
advanced laboratory sciences.
Logic & Debate
Apologetics & Public Forum Debate
In logic, students study Apologetics Volume One, learning to defend their faith against competing
worldviews with reason and clarity. Debate training transitions into Public Forum Debate,
sharpening research, teamwork, and argumentation skills while preparing students to engage
cultural and global issues persuasively.
History
World History |l
Students continue their exploration of world civilizations, moving from the Renaissance through
modern times. Emphasis is placed on the cultural, political, and religious shifts that have shaped
today'’s world.
Journalism |
Students are introduced to the art of journalism, learning to gather information, conduct
interviews, and write with accuracy and integrity. This course helps students become discerning

consumers and producers of media in an age of rapid information.

Pinnacle 10 represents the steady climb upward — where students expand their vision, test their
footing in logic and debate, and begin to speak with a voice of influence. The summit lies ahead,
but the journey is shaping them into strong climbers who can navigate both knowledge and faith

with confidence.



The climb into Pinnacle reaches new heights in 11th grade. At this stage, students
are no longer just steady climbers but leaders on the trail, setting the pace for
those who will follow. Pinnacle Tith Grade challenges students to engage with the
great ideas of history, literature, science, and faith at a deeper, more mature level.
Literature & Writing
Lost Tools of Writing (Level lll) & Shakespeare
Students complete Level lll of the Lost Tools of Writing, mastering advanced
concepts of invention, arrangement, and style. Literature study takes a central
place with an emphasis on Shakespeare’s plays, requiring close reading, analysis of
literary devices, and engagement with timeless themes of human nature, morality,
and truth.

Science
Chemistry
Students investigate the properties, composition, and reactions of matter, learning
how God's order extends into the smallest particles of creation. Laboratory work
develops both scientific reasoning and practical skills.

Logic & Debate
Apologetics & Public Forum Debate
Students advance to Apologetics Volume Two, equipping them to defend the
Christian faith with greater nuance against modern worldviews. Public Forum
Debate continues, with students refining their research, argumentation, and
delivery, preparing them to engage complex cultural, political, and ethical issues.
History
American History ||
Students continue the American narrative, focusing on the 19th century through
the present. They explore key events, documents, and movements while examining
how ideas of freedom, justice, and morality have shaped — and continue to shape
— the nation.

Pinnacle 11th is where climbers learn endurance — grappling with the rigor of
Shakespeare, the precision of chemistry, and the weight of history. Here, students
sharpen their rhetorical voice, preparing for the summit of their high school climb.



The summit has been reached. Pinnacle 12th Grade is the final stage of the high school
climb — a year where students draw together all they have learned and prepare to step
boldly into the world beyond. At this height, their voices are clear, their convictions are
strong, and their thinking is mature. This year equips them to live out their faith with
wisdom and influence.
Research & Writing
Thesis Project (Research )
Students undertake a year-long thesis project, choosing a topic of significance and
developing it through research, writing, and presentation. This capstone project
demonstrates their mastery of rhetoric and critical thinking as they defend their ideas
before an audience.
Literature
Greek Classics
Students read and analyze selections from the Greek classics, exploring themes of virtue,
justice, leadership, and human nature. These works form a bridge between ancient
thought and modern ideas, prompting students to compare cultural voices with biblical
truth.
Science
Environmental Science
Students examine ecosystems, resource management, and the relationship between
humans and creation. This course highlights stewardship of God’s world and calls students
to consider the intersection of science, ethics, and responsibility.
Theology
Students study advanced topics in theology, grounding themselves in sound doctrine while
considering how to live faithfully in today’s world. This strand emphasizes both intellectual
depth and practical discipleship.
Financial Literacy
To prepare for life beyond the classroom, students learn essential skills in personal finance
— budgeting, stewardship, credit, debt, saving, and investing — equipping them to handle
money wisely in a way that honors God.
Pinnacle 12th is the summit year — where students complete their climb with strength and
perspective. They leave Apex ready to stand firm in their faith, contribute meaningfully to
their communities, and step confidently into the future God has prepared for them.



